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> Sustainability

SUSTAINABLE

As the ‘food vs. fuel' debate continues

worldwide, Texas Biodiesel Corp., along
with its partners, continues its mission to
help developing countries balance the need
to grow crops for energy and food while
helping farmers raise capital and

provide investment opportunities.

he [ood vs. fuel debare contmues and farmers have
o big part to play; do they grow food to ear or do
they grow food and energy crops for capiral returns?

lexas Biodiesel Corp. and key partner [ndustrias AVM
of Colombia are mvolved with people ar the local level m
Latnn Amernica 1o help them get the most from their land
their crops, the government and the ability to invest in a
business that wall grve them some capiral return

“So0 we'te looking at a balance between {armers know
ing they need to eat, knowing there's a need for capiral. and
knowing thar there has to be a balance as far as how o use
their land and utilize their resources,” sud John Aurrey, chaef
executive officer of Texay Biodiesel Corp. "We saw bio
chesel in paracular being an opportunity  help Grmens
:'!'|:|'||'-\.'- er ||‘|'.'."|."-'.'\':'-l."- INd ncrease tnelr income, .|.||l.] Vel
while paying particular attention to their neads,”

Chving back ro the communicy is what the company »
il about, Autrey said

Adthough 1t's about grvimg back, there i some “uking
from the commumaty, but not in the sense people may think
Whale

planted when local readents of developing countries are

there are otitcries about why certam i rops aren t being

gomg hungry, Autrey noted that people are nor gomng wath
out food, and nothing 1s being compromsed — its about bal
ance. [n addinon, while the oumde world sees these evenis
unfolding, what may or may not be known s what 15 going
on |.'IL".'!|1:'.J thie scenes with -'|::§'4:.|;-~ and local larmers

For instance, Autrey said, along the border of Costa Fuica
and Panama, Chiguita used to have a banana plantation, but
they pulle d our of the regon more than a decade ago

"On the border of Costa Rica and Panama, those plan
tations have been mactive for the government, Chigomea left
I'.lll""'-u"' _1'|.i.f|'|.|f.l‘-.'!‘- .ll.'l'll\il""r ||'| 0r |F'| YEArs .1_L':'i7|_“ ."‘!l]”.::\ "']\.!.

In Colombia, palm ol plantations and hodiese] producoon
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DEVELOPMEN'T

being developed where ihat crmps once grew will provide a
larger income than the ilhort crops grown there in the past
And then there is the quesuon about what'’s in the best
mterest of the people and the country as m whether a por-
non of the food 1 replaced and a high mcome-producing

cash crop s planted

Whether 3 palm, banana or some other kind of ree 1
planted, there is a peak producnon - about 21 or 22 years
for palm plants - and then the process becomes almost
tutile and needs 1o be restarted

"You have 1o make the decion of whether to plan
trees berween the mows at 21 or 22 years and then remove
those at 28 thar are older or let them grow out their full
cyvcle,” Autrey said

The samie = orué of banana trees

“¥ou just don't plant them once and they abways produce

at ther Frealest F-L‘.I.IF.. JU some poant You have o Pul money

back o that plantagon o put i new trees, so the govern

ment and private sector elected not w” he wd."So therefore
when you're makmg i conscow deasion, and youo say, 'Ok,
Wi e EUHNE 1D rernome this i.‘-.:.]i i l.'l'.lrn we e ROl 1o E'-'-:' m
something else, what?' [n lookmg at sustammalabity, those peo-
ple would prefer having a busuness there instead af that g
plntaton evervone’s driving by every single day and 11's domg

t'.~||||1|||._-_— nobody’s workimg, it’s just not happe

But what it the bananas wen |'-.']‘.1|.J:Iil-.'\1
“That may happen.” Audrey said, thoughtully “But then
theres no money it i for them because the World Trade

Organization removed the ability for there 10 be a subsidy

or reduced rariff for them, so you're asking people now
work for nothing.”

There has been a it'-".g 1 Illxhrlg (rade .|:x'|lul:' within
the World Trade Organizanon between the United States
and several Lann American countries and the European
Union, which has favored imports from Canbbean and
Afric

1t announced 1 July 2008

n nanons, m particular former colonies. A settlement

(LY

“50 there has o be a component for making money m
thut system of wstaimability and yet it needs to be given a
lirtle more credibility than it 1, right along wath beang able

(o eat, Autrey sand

We want to know

Fhortos eonrtesy of vty Micdimsed Cor Kristine Klavers, vice president of Hart Enengy Consulung,
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n A ey ot l‘f. eveCuthve gthce ol ‘.'_...ﬂ-:' B! '. Ofg il

it Pramrie View ASM University (back nght) pertonm a

sat 1 on the mterview with Aurey and had a few quesnons

to ask hnm

KLAVERS: How do you see a difference between the African
palm oil plantations in Latin America and the African palm
oil plantations in Malaysia?

AUTREY: The difference i1 Malaysia s that thewr approach
has been to just slash and burn off land for these mani

cured prisune type plantatnons

KLAVERS: They had rubber trees before, and now they've
been exchanged for palm

AUTREY: In their push to expand very quckly, they are
domg mega complexes, whach are lhike 45,000, 50,0000
L, 000 hectare tracts alone, so therefore 1t requires them ©
go in and burn off cercun areas. So yes, in the areas where
they are replacing rubber the same way in areas where
we e replacing some bananas, that’s a balance, that's 2 made
decision. But when they're wanong to expand so quickly
nd they're not walling to have plantanions here, plantanons
there  insread rthey want to just burn it all off and instead
uve nuce prufne I:rh];[.-'.'.-'-n_k_ then that s where the lack of
environmental concern 1 an wsue and thar v where some
of the backlash has come from What they've tound s that
palm normally takes three to four years o fruit, but if you
take the approach thar ity an zrea that s

e '\.|1|l._l;'15\ ik was used for some other hvpe ol | IIHIIHL_' L#]]

grown up, where

cther actvity and now its grown our, you don't go in there
.|!]|| 1'“r:] It |'|” tl]‘f:'.!.i_ |".'r.‘\ S |1 r!.'ll']'_'l‘I 1 L"T:u'l'l.ll.‘ll l]il"' ]lll:l'l
all the way acnoss, you just go o many [eet apart, cut a b

the circle, plant your tree and because of the mitural vege-

| www.hartfuel.com

wstainathe agncultursl study at the

Sustainability is the natural
balance and ability for people
to eat; to preserve the existing
environment for future genera-
tions. What comes into that is
socdial responsibility, environ-
mental responsibility, coupled

with economic concern and

definitely the ability to eat

and to prosper.

ks team and Dr Altred Parks. crecto
pmpanys Colombia plantations

1 agncultura! mesea

tanon and the bittle gnats, 1o will fruat mn 2

viu U see they are mice, beaunful and mamcored but vet all

5 vears, and so

the vegetation & there and ity a positive and a plus for the
health of the oee. And 1in some areas they're importing
these hirde gnaw, because it helps They are releasing them
and they want ths, Also we found with the sod and sodl
quabiry and taking that approach, you get a better yield wath
the plant. So, there are some real posoves and so thats whar
the difference 5. S0 the way ths came about mainly
because of the facy thut 4 loc ot tha poopic 1n Latain Amer

ica because ol Branl, because of the concern of the Ama

ron Rain Forest, a lot of other countriex have been
addressing thas issue for a long time and even the people
themselves. They love their laind and they realize thus s their

20 years ago, we had to stand

resourve and so we, 15 o
over and try to tell them oh no, this s how you need to
hundle the environment. But they all have cable TV, thev all
have sarellite, theyre well mformed. Even our in the jun

gz they've ngged up where theyre up on the Imernet
Fhey're very, very in-tune to what they need o do, They
understand sustainabiliey, thev understand the rules of how
they really want to preserve thear land, they also undersrand
that there’s thas huge microscope that's on them as far as o
Vit |'|r|.11|1||'l 18 1ot I,‘1|'11_||_J|_|:‘|.|. in a aLM.LIII.l!-h'_ EmVITarl

mentally and socially sound manner, 1ts gomg to be hard 1o

wll it So evervone 12 really, really step

ping up 10 addres this, =

=
i
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Morigue A Hichings can be reachad

ar mhitchings# hartenergy.com or af

#] (713} 260-6456
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